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Promoting the sanctity of all human life from  conception to natural death 

K-W Right to Life

FREED, but for HOW LONG?  
By Jane Swittzer and Charles Lewis

TORONTO – A 62-year-old woman released 
from jail after 28 months for picketing a To-
ronto abortion clinic says she promised her 
mother she would stay out of trouble long 
enough to visit her in British Columbia. Linda 
Gibbons, a 62-year-old mother of three, has 
spent 10 of the past 17 years in jail.

But Linda Gibbons vowed to return to 
the front lines of anti-abortion protests 
even if it almost certainly means an imme-
diate return to jail.

“I want to, God willing, go see my mom 
in July. I haven’t seen her for three years,” 
Ms. Gibbons said in an interview Sunday, 
her second full day of freedom. “I believe 
I would probably be back at the abortion 
clinics shortly thereafter.”

Ms. Gibbons walked out of jail on Friday 
after Ontario Court Justice Mara Beth 
Greene granted her lawyer’s application re-
questing that she be released without condi-
tions. It was a surprising victory for the unre-
pentant protester, who has spent 10  years 
in jail and inspired her 89-year-old mother to 
write a poem about her legal travails. Amidst 
the Chile mining accident in 2010, her moth-
er wrote: “It’s easier to get miners out of a 
hole than to get Linda out of a gaol.”

Over the past two decades, Ms. Gibbons 
has been arrested repeatedly for breach-
ing a court injunction forbidding her from 
protesting outside several downtown To-
ronto abortion clinics. Each time she could 
have walked free on bail she refused to 
sign an order agreeing to obey the injunc-
tion, calling her decision a “principled” 
stand against compromising her beliefs.
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Community Events
International Plowing Match  
K-W RTL display
September 18 – 22, 2012 

If you wish to participate in this major 
event by sitting at our booth or planning 
please call 519-746-5433.

Life Chain Memorial
October 2, 2011 

2–3 pm 
In front of Grand River Hospital
835 King St. W.
519-746-5433

Volunteer!  
Please call 519-746-5433

Become a Board Member  
for K-W Right to Life 
If you are dedicated to the cause and 
would like to be actively involved in di-
recting and planning pro-life activities, 
we need your expertise. 

As a member you may find interest in 
one of the following areas:

Membership and Data Entry
Fundraising
Newsletter and Website 
Field Coordinator for Community Events

Your position could lead to future  
employment opportunity.

“For me to sign off is to say that I will 
compromise my commitment to the un-
born when it comes to legal restrictions,” 
she said. “I’m not ready to toy with my 
commitment to pro-life. It would almost 
be like me telling the unborn, ‘Sorry, I can’t 
defend you this time.’ ”

Her most recent stint behind bars goes 
back to January 2009. Ms. Gibbons says 
the last 28 months were long, but that she 
compartmentalized her own problems to 
focus on counselling fellow inmates. “I’m 
either counselling the women on their ad-
dictions, or I’m counselling some woman 
not to have an abortion, sharing the faith 
with them or giving them some encour-
agement to get through the day,” she says. 
“When you’re in there, you’re not saying, 
‘I wish I wasn’t here.’ You’re just saying, 
‘What do I do here?’”

In granting her release, the judge ordered 
Ms. Gibbons to return to court on Jan. 16, 
2012 to face a charge of disobeying a court 
order that goes back to October 2008. The 
Crown has said that if Ms. Gibbons does not 
stay away from abortion clinics she would 
be re-arrested and charged, says her lawyer 
Daniel Santoro. But Ms. Gibbons insists she 
is not doing anything criminal.

“I’m there to defend my beliefs, but also 
to defend the Christian heritage of this 
country, that we are a country where we 
have freedom of expression, whether it be 
a religious or a value system.”

Since Aug. 30, 1994, when a civil court 
placed a temporary injunction around 
several abortion clinics in downtown To-

ronto at the request of 
the provincial Attor-
ney-General, Ms. Gib-
bons has been arrested 20 times for vari-
ous offences under the Criminal Code.

Mr. Santoro has argued that the case 
should never have been prosecuted crim-
inally, but should have been sent back to 
civil court.

This winter, the Supreme Court of Can-
ada agreed to hear Ms. Gibbons’ case. Mr. 
Santoro will argue a heavy-handed Crown 
used the Criminal Code to punish Ms. Gib-
bons beyond the severity of her offences.

The injunction was initially issued dur-
ing a climate of great antagonism between 
those on both sides of the abortion issue. 
It was only six years earlier that the Su-
preme Court of Canada struck down the 
country’s abortion law, making Canada 
the only Western country to have no rules 
and regulations on abortion.

“I have really said in my mind that as 
long as the injunctions exist and God gives 
me the ability to stand on my feet, that I will 
continue to challenge these injunctions as 
long as they exist,” Ms. Gibbons said.
Used with permission from the National Post
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Outreach to 1000s  
of individuals 
March for Life - Walk for Life Sponsors–
Christmas Card campaign to local business-
es and members– Church Mem. Drive - Des-
sert & Coffee evening –Prayer Vigils and Me-
morial Day—40 Days for Life— Schools and 
Public Speaking engagements - Displays – 
Advertising in local newspapers, radio, tel-
evision, billboards and buses.

Advertising: Street Scene media bus ads 
– all routes inside and out – theme, Hard 
Times Pass – Abortion Lasts Forever. (2 
Campaigns) Information flyers to thou-
sands in the K-W area.

Publications: 3 issues of News & Views 
produced at the office, several ads pub-
lished in various newspapers.

Books, Pamphlets and CD’s: New dis-
play and exhibit material for over 7000 
thousand pamphlets and flyers that were 
distributed through fairs and speaking en-
gagements at schools, malls, vigils and 
churches. Sold 40 Rosaries for Life.

Gifts to Prolife Groups: We support our 
national LifeCanada office as well as the 
Provincial Alliance For Life office 
($2189.34) and the Ontario Provincial Me-
dia Ad Campaign ($870). In addition, we 
support financially, National Campus Life 
network and supplied funds for local stu-
dents for Silent No More speaker events 
and conference fees ($900). Advertised 
other pro-life groups in our newsletter and 
supported the Campaign Life Coalition, 
Supported Pray to End Abortion Cam-
paign at Freeport Hospital by collecting 

($1625) along with regular attendance at 
the vigil. Contributed to CLC appeal. 
Helped and contributed to the Euthanasia 
Prevention Coalition re: Bill C-384, Priests 
For Life - Baby Joseph.

Laws: Encouraged successfully MP’s 
and the PM to exclude abortion funding 
from Maternal Health care in Africa. Held 
Prayer Vigil on January 28 at City Hall with 
an MP who spoke about his successful 
new suicide prevention law. A bus spon-
sored by K-W RTL demonstrated  with 
12,500 on Parliament Hill in May appealing 
for laws to protect the unborn.

Fundraisers: Walk for Life, Summer 
Church Membership Drive, Christmas cards 
for  Campaign and Bazaar, Special Project 
appeals to businesses and individuals.

Students: Worked with dozens of stu-
dents on various projects through our office 
and their schools. Held student volunteer 
fairs at local malls, universities and a college. 

Media, Speaking, Interviews, Dis-
plays: Dessert and Coffee with speaker, 
Volunteer Fairs, Media, Newspaper, Radio 
and Journalism school interviews, Church 
talks promoting K-W RTL, Youth & Wom-
en’s group talks on pro-life issues, Life 
Chain Memorial, Prayer Vigils at hospitals, 
Perpetual Adorations, Sponsored 13 
speakers for events.

Requests for Information: over 400
Pregnancy Counseling: 17
Speaking  Engagements: 33

K-W RTL AGM Report (in part)
April 2010 – April 2011  
by Jane Richard President

Resources & Activities

Election of New/Returning – Board Members AGM 06/02/2011

Directors of the Board whose resigna-
tions have been accepted this year:  
Helen Lippert

Directors remaining active on the Board:  
Harvey Armoogan (2013)
Theresa Schaefer (2013) Secretary
Roseanne Sheridan (2013) Past President
Jane Richard (2015) President
Nancy Menard  (2015) Treasurer

Members who are standing for election 
or re-election: 0

Students for Life Representatives:
Sharon La Plumb, U of W 
Shawn Van Bagle, Laurier Lifelines

And without all our supporters K-W RTL 
would not be possible. Thanks for your 
memberships and donations. 

Income for 2010: $58,859.85 - Down 
$9,000 from 2009
Expenses: $62,050.65
Income less exp. ($3,190.80)

Vision: 
K-W Right to Life continues to work toward 
promoting a compassionate society that 
cares about the lives of pre-born babies, 
their parents and those around the abortion 
issue. To promote self-love through reason 
and the extension of that love to others in-
cluding the unborn and the defenseless. 
We offer hope from the Divine Creator to 
mothers who have aborted their children to 
come to terms with the loss that may not 
have been entirely of their own choosing. 

We believe that as a result of our influ-
ence, many hearts and minds have been 
changed over the last year with encour-
aging reports of women who did not abort 
their babies . Consoling women and men 
who have aborted their children plays an 
increasing role in our work. We are grateful 
for the opportunity and Grace from above 
to help change the current culture. 

Funding Focus for 2011–2012   
•	Promote the purchase of Reaching 

MindsThrough the Media TV Ads 
throughout Ontario -  proven to be effec-
tive 

•	Education of students toward a culture 
of life, while challenging explicit sex ed-
ucation curriculum in local school 
boards 

•	Purchase up-to-date display resources, 
handouts at the International Plowing 
Match 2012 in Roseville. 

     We plan the production of  5,000 plus 
pieces of pro-life information in prepara-
tion for the 5 day event.
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The very latest:
Blood Money – The Buisness of Abortion 
Narrated by Dr. Alveda King

The Royal 
Wedding 
Contributors
A letter to William and Kate 
in part: 
William and Kate,
Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, Con-
gratulations and best wishes on the occa-
sion of your recent wedding. 

Several of our members have made dona-
tions to our charity to commemorate your 
happy day. Below in alphabetical order, 
are the names of those who donated. 

Thank you for your generous suggestion. 

We wish you all the best in your lives to-
gether.  

Yours truly,
Right to Life Association of Kitchener—
Waterloo ON Canada
 Richard Christy
 Ken & Helen Lippert
 Jeff & Udi Scott
 Janes Sehl
 Roseanne Sheridan

A Great 
Project by  
a Great Knight
Jerry Goetz  from the Maryhill Knights of 
Columbus has erected a beautiful memo-
rial to the unborn on the grounds of St. 
Boniface Roman Catholic Church, Mary-
hill ON

Inscribed on the sign:
Each cross represents over 350,000 ba-
bies & mothers victimized by surgical 
abortion in Canada since 1974.  Before I 
formed you in the womb, I knew you. Jer-
emiah 1:5
Statistics provided by KW RTL

Abortion Statistics: As of 2009, the num-
ber of abortions world wide were 41.6 mil-
lion a year. That ‘s 113,973 each day.
Abortions in Canada from 1974 are 
3,445,905. These numbers are the abor-
tions that are reported only. Some clinics 
do not report statistics.  Second and third 
trimester abortions are not widely report-
ed however they do occur when the child 
is viable. 

Summer Reading and Viewing
Excellent new books and DVDs available for borrowing from 
our library. You will be amazed at the content of these books 
and videos. 

Unplanned (book) and Changing Sides 
(DVD) Abby Johnson relates the 
dramatic true story of a former Planned 
Parenthood leader’s 
eye-opening journey 
across the life line.

The Ethics of  Abortion (book) by Christopher Kaczor  
– Women’s Rights, Human Life and the Question of Justice

Dr. Donald DeMarco’s new books for sale:  
The Value of Life in a Culture of Death – $10
Architects of the Culture of Death – $20
New Perspectives on Contraception – $10
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Highest pledge was Cecil Kavanaugh, 
then Rose Marie Gross. 

Door prizes went to: Joanna Caesar, 
Paul Rouleau, Gerry Doucette, Dianne 
Lubrgyun, Shawn Vanbagel, Anne Lutz, 
Mary Alice Zister, Ella Daly, Eva Huschilt, 
Dinuri Fernando, Gemma Caesar, Rose 
McLeod, Maggie Daly, Margaret Smith, 
Menake  Fernando and Ruthie Thoman. 

Food and Drink Sponsors: Central Meat 
Market—King St., Food Basics—Ottawa 
St. N., M & M Meats, Sobey’s—
Bridgeport Rd., Value Mart—Frederick 
Mall, Tim Horton’s—Bridgeport Rd. and 
Bill Bernhardt—Pizza

Prize Sponsors: McPhail’s Cycle & 
Sports Ltd., Roseanne Sheridan, Dr. 
Andrew Karuk–Orthopedic, Doug 
Farwell, Gibson Sound, St. Teresa 
Kitchener Quilters, Ruth Gmach, Connie 
Hudder, Mary Alice Zister

The banner you see in the picture will nev-
er be seen again as this Spring K-W Right 
to Life was clearly discriminated against  by 
City of Waterloo officials. Correspond-
ence with  Public Works began last Fall re-
garding placing our banner across King St. 
Officials were to come up with “prohibi-
tions” for who and who would not be al-
lowed  to purchase banner space. After 
K-W RTL received the “prohibitions” we 
pointed out to Public Works that there was 
apparent discrimination in several of the 
points. Most just didn’t make any sense  
at all. 

This prompted Public works to discon-

tinue the service of overhead banners due 
to the faulty poles, a convenient excuse to 
avoid controversy. We explained to City of 
Waterloo Council that putting an end to 
purchasing overhead banners is not a big 
issue, however discrimination is.  

The issue is now mute. In one way we 
won  the issue. The attempt to deny us 
banner space did not work. The City of Wa-
terloo was publicly discredited through a 
Waterloo media source.  A  letter that was 
printed in the RECORD describing the 
events that took place to the demise of all  
overhead banners for 40 businesses and 
non-profits.

Keep Charity 
Banners
THE RECORD
Re: Charity banners come 
down in Waterloo — March 22
Jane Richard – K-W Right to Life President Kitchener

K-W Right to Life has purchased overhead 
banner space from the City of Waterloo 
public works for over 15 years. Like more 
than 30 other charities, we were disap-
pointed about the cancellation of banners 
in 2011 due to the structural integrity of the 
poles. Banners provide needed affordable 
awareness for events that support non-
profit organizations.

Last September K-W Right to Life’s appli-
cation for banner space was promised no 
commitment for 2011. Since that time pub-
lic works staff began reviewing the various 
aspects of providing the service and deter-
mined that changes regarding who would 
and would not be allowed to purchase ban-
ner space be applied to the new policy.

Discontinuing the service to purchase 
overhead banner space due to the poles 
ignores a significant issue. It is my opinion 
the integrity of the decision-making pro-
cess for a banner policy was compro-
mised based on belief systems. This may 
have resulted in denying K-W Right to Life 
and other charities the availability of pur-
chasing future banner space. Mandates of 
any charitable organization will always in-
fringe on someone else’s opinion. Toler-
ance bears this realization and helps build 
up communities.

The City of Waterloo should have main-
tained the valuable tradition of allowing 
registered charities the availability to pur-
chase banner space for their events. All 
charities that follow the Policy Statement 
of Canadian Charities should be given 
equal opportunity by the City of Waterloo. 

K-W RTL Walk for Life 2011
The Walk this year was a huge success as it took us, with our mini banners, through the 
City of Waterloo. The day was beautiful as was the whole experience of 80 sponsored 
walkers who enjoyed the day and wonderful pizza. Afterward, entertainment and prizes 
finished a perfect time.  $15,083. was raised this year. Thanks to all who were involved.
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Mickey Robinson, a volunteer who writes music 
about the unborn played his music at 2 events over 
the last twelve months. Below are two of his songs: 

Silent Screams 
“It’s not right, it’s simply downright wrong. Some 

of us won’t last a whole life long. The living are living 
without a friend, If the start of life you begin to end.  

We have a right, we have our dreams, Inside your 
soul, the silent screams. Don’t pull us apart, we’re a 
part of you, You gave us a heart, then you broke it in 
two, Searching for love among the living. Say it isn’t 
true, love isn’t dying.

Makes no sense, this pretty false pretence, plan-
ning to place us into the past tense, We’re losing 
because we’re not meant to play. In our struggle for 
life, we’re begging to stay.”

Lovers of Life
“I have eyes but can’t see why I have no choice to 

live or to die. I have months, maybe only a week If I 
could I would speak. 

Lovers of Life holding Love up high. Lovers of Life 
never say die. Lovers of Life keeping love alive, in the 
old, the young and the new, maybe love will live long 
through you, you Lovers of Life.

I have lips but can’t speak now. I have words, no-
one listens anyhow. I have a mind to say how I feel 
if I could I would speak.”

I have a heart that beats for you. I have a soul that 
begs to shine through. I have a play, the producers 
won’t see. If I could I would speak.

Thanks for your love, life and bravery. We fought 
the good fight, didn’t we? Lovers of Life”

April 2010—April 2011 

K-W RIGHT TO LIFE VOLUNTEERS
100s of the following volunteers and par-
ticipants grace us with their prayers, time 
and expertise to help support our mission:

Board Members
Office Volunteers
Catholic Women’s Leagues 
Knights of Columbus Councils
Students and Teachers from every 
level of education
Prayer Vigil Attendees
Walk— Volunteer fundraisers

Helen Lippert has been with KW RTL for over 15 years as a volunteer board 
member, then office assistant and finally treasurer. She is a treasure and we 
will miss her around the office as she has retired this year. Her husband Ken 
has been a strong support and has helped countless times with events, al-
ways with a corny joke or two. With a little cajoling they may volunteer at 
special events.

John De Boer writes, Thanks for all the hard work you do with Right to Life. 
My mom (who is gone now) was a big advocate and very active with Right 
to Life, and in her memory I did something unusual on Mother’s Day. I made 
two “HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY” signs, made a sandwich board out of them,  
hung it over my shoulders and stood in front of the Freeport Hospital from 
1:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M. Sunday. It was a very rewarding way to celebrate 
Mother’s day and to honour my mom. I got lots of good will, the thumbs up 
signs, horn honking, waving and lots of smiles from the women who drove 
by. I think I’ll do it again next year.

Mary Nowak’s funeral in May 2011 was a privilege to attend. She was an 
admired academic, a strong advocate for the unborn and traditional family. 
Her numerous writings in the local paper displayed her deep conviction for 
her Catholic faith and brought her to the forefront with her wisdom and truth 
regarding Catholic education. She truly understood the value of an uncom-
promised system and was unafraid to state her views. May heaven bless us 
with many more like her.

Mary Alice Zister is a faithful RTL supporter and volunteer who advocates 
prolife issues in another ministry as President of the Catholic Women’s 
League, St. Teresa Council Kitchener. She works tirelessly to fulfill the mis-
sion of both organizations. She’s a great example to her children and grand-
children Her husband Bill is always there to help.

Ruthie Toman and Della Wilson are regular volunteers who are indispen-
sable in the office. They keep everything going on schedule and are expert 
at their job. They also provide comic relief when things get too serious. 

Pete Richard, my son, is my right hand man who provides rides, carries dis-
play material, helps set up and take down at so many events. He also offers 
good advice that I often need .

There are many more volunteers, all Lovers of Life.
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From CatholicInsight.com

Education

The Ontario School Battle
By Catholic Insight Magazine 

Hardcopy Issue Date: June 2011
Online Publication Date: Jun 3, 2011, 12:23

A Legal expert on Catholic school rights in Ontario scolds 
weak-kneed attitude of submission and surrender to Premier 
McGuinty’s Equality and Exclusiveness Policy.
LifeSiteNews of Friday, May 20, 2011, reported that:

Looking 
Ahead
40th Anniversary 2012
2012 will be an important year for KW 
Right to Life. It is the 40th year of operation 
for our non-profit charity, KW and Area 
Right to Life. We hope to feature some of 
the highlights of the past throughout the 
year. It will be exciting to look at past peo-
ple and events that have made the organi-
zation what it is today, how we have 
changed the course of many lives and 
were instrumental in changing public 
opinion in this area. 

We plan to engage those from the past 
and present to relate their experiences at 
various venues and events such as an an-
niversary dinner and auction. If you would 
like to offer how you contributed to the or-
ganization or how you helped, please con-
tact the office at 519-746-5433.

International 
Plowing 
Match 2012 
We are planning to take part in the Interna-
tional Plowing Match IPM September 18—
22, 2012 being held in Roseville near Kitch-
ener. This is a huge event that will provide 
tremendous exposure with over 100,000 
people in attendance. We will invite sur-
rounding pro-life groups to help with the 
event as well as to fundraise for the display 
and handouts. At the last IPM we attended 
in Listowel for 1 day, we handed out over 
1000 pieces of literature.

Many people stopped to look and chat. 
If you would like to be involved with the 
planning please call 519-746-5433

“A detailed legal opinion was delivered 
Thursday, May 19, to the Assembly of 
Catholic Bishops of Ontario and trustees 
of the Toronto Catholic school board re-
garding the controversial government eq-
uity program. The opinion shows, with le-
gal documentation and precedents, that 
the bishops and other leaders in Catholic 
education have the legal capability and 
right to reject the Ontario Government’s 
imposition of homosexual clubs in Catho-
lic schools.

It continues: “Mississauga lawyer Geoff 
Cauchi firstly cites Vatican documents is-
sued by now-Pope-then-Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger exhorting bishops that a truly 
caring approach to those who are homo-
sexually inclined must clearly state that 
homosexual activity is immoral. Such an 
approach to gay clubs in Catholics schools 
has been expressly forbidden by the On-
tario Ministry of Education.

“Cauchi explains that the leadership in 
Catholic education has “constitutional de-
nominational rights recognized by the 
Constitutional Act, 1867 to refuse to com-
ply with what he notes are the Ontario 
Governments unlawful and unconstitu-
tional demands. In his legal opinion, 
Cauchi asserts that based on the text of 
section 93 of the Constitution Act, 1867 
and a fair reading of the case law interpret-
ing it there would not only be one but three 

legal methods to oppose the Govern-
ment’s attempt to force gay clubs in Cath-
olic schools.

“In urging the Catholic leadership to un-
dertake such action, Cauchi notes not only 
the Vatican imperative cited above but 
also medical evidence. He points out the 
lack of credible empirical sociological evi-
dence that the Church’s teaching on ho-
mosexuality induces some students to un-
justly discriminate against other students 
who think they have a same-sex attrac-
tion. ‘The absence of any such evidence 
by and of itself destroys the case for anti-
bullying strategies that contradict the fun-
damental contents of faith and morals, as 
taught by the Catholic Church,’ he 
writes….”

See the complete legal opinion here: 
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2011_
docs/Cauchi_Legal_Opinion.pdf

“Open your mouth for the speechless. In the cause  
of all who are appointed to die”  proverbs 21:8

As we open our mouths & present our petitions to the Highest Court  
we know that our God hears and answers our prayers. 

These words were presented with a cheque by Joan Albert in care of 40 Days for Life
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Individual or Family Membership $ 30.00

Senior Citizen or Student Membership $ 25.00

Additional Donation $ __________

Total amount  $ __________
A receipt will be issued for income tax purposes for all amounts.

215 Lancaster St. W. 
Kitchener, ON 

N2H 4T9

Phone: 519-746-LIFE (5433) 
Fax: 519-746-5433

kwrtl@golden.net 
www.golden.net/~kwrtl

Name _____________________________________ Phone (                 )  _____________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________

City  ___________________________________Province _________ Postal Code ___________________

Email __________________________________________________________________________________
Add your email address to our list for timely notices and events.

Membership Form
Volunteer Opportunities

Are you available for…

 Specific Events

 Ongoing AssistanceK-W Right to Life

Planned Parent-Hood  
– Still Racist Today?
Posted on March 3, 2011 by Bloodmoney 

Last week, Planned Parent-hood founder Margaret Sanger was examined for evidence 
of a racist and eugenic agenda in her early work, and was caught red-handed. Her col-
leagues had ties with the Third Reich, and spoke publicly about the “Jew Problem” and 
the “black peril.” (Knopf, 1925.) She herself called black aborigines “just a step higher than 
the chimpanzee.” (What Every Girl Should Know, 1920.)

However, when issues about the history of Planned Parent-hood and its founder come 
up, two common criticisms are: “Just because she was racist then, doesn’t mean Planned 
Parent-hood is racist now. They even had an African American president, Faye Wattleton!”

“Planned Parent-hood is mostly about birth control; they existed decades before abor-
tion was even legal.”

Ironically, that’s exactly the point of this article. Planned Parent-hood is about birth con-
trol; it was born out of a eugenic movement that recommended sterilization and segre-
gation as its primary birth control tools. And immediately after sterilization and segrega-
tion legally failed, abortion appeared on the scene, and minorities were targeted for abor-
tion just as heavily as they were targeted before for sterilization and segregation. The sad 
truth: abortion became a far more effective and lucrative eugenic tactic than anything 
that came before it. More sadly still, the eugenic movement seduced black leadership by 
rebranding eugenic birth control as a civil right, and that’s exactly how an African Amer-
ican woman could end up as president of a still-racist organization.

The Seduction of Black Leadership and the Founding of the Negro Project
In 1939, Sanger retooled the Birth Control League to become the Birth Control Federa-

tion of America. Under this new name, Sanger’s first goal was called the “The Negro Pro-
ject,” intended to persuade black women to stop having children.

Dr. Clarence Gamble (of Proctor and Gamble fame) who had served as director of the 
Birth Control League and was appointed as the regional director of the South, sent Sanger 
a memo entitled “Suggestion for Negro Project,” where he warned that black leaders 
would likely see her strategy as a plot to exterminate the blacks. His solution? Enlist care-
fully selected black leaders to spread the word instead. They’d take the pill if it were from 
their own people and no one would suspect a thing!*
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